
 

Important News Regarding a Return to In-Person Worship 

 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

The Emergency Preparedness Team (EPT) at Melrose Chapel has been reviewing a number of 

documents regarding how to worship safely in a time of COVID-19. Among the documents are the 

guidelines set forth from the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference of The United Methodist 

Church, of which we are a part. We've also had conversations with our insurance provider to 

demonstrate compliance with recommended guidelines. 

 

The EPT has come up with recommendations for Melrose Chapel based on best practices and with a 

deep concern for the health, welfare, and safety of the Melrose Chapel family. Those 

recommendations were reviewed and affirmed at our Administrative Council meeting on Tuesday, 

June 16, 2020. 

 

Our good news is that beginning Sunday, June 28, 2020, we will return to in-person 

worship! We can do so in the following manner. 

 

What you can do  

• Pre-register.  There are limits as to how many can be in the worship space at one time. To 

help us ensure we have space for everyone on Sundays at 9:00 am, we are asking that you 

preregister for worship. For now, either call the church office at 217-224-1302 or email 

mchapel@adams.net.  When you call, we will need the names of each person attending and 

a contact email or phone number.  Should there be more people than available spots, a 

second service (Saturday evenings at 6:00 pm) will be opened to ensure all have an 

opportunity to worship in person that desires to do that.   

• Bring a mask. Masks will be required for the duration of the time spent in the building. If you 

have not brought your own, one will be provided.   

https://www.igrc.org/files/coming+back+to+the+heart+of+worship+v2-3.pdf
mailto:mchapel@adams.net


 

What to expect  

• Entry.  You can enter the building at the southeast and southwest doors, nearest the 

sanctuary. A greeter will hold the door open for you. 

• Attendance. You will be asked for your name as you enter since the attendance pad will not 

be passed. This should correspond to the reservation you made for the service time. 

• Bulletins. No bulletins will be provided. Instead, all information will be shared on the screens 

in the sanctuary. 

• Fellowship. For safety reasons, no friendship time will be offered during the service 

(handshaking, hugging, etc.) nor will there be a fellowship time following the service in the 

Fellowship Hall. An online option will be provided. 

• Tithes/Offering. Plates will not be passed during worship. Instead, we are providing a basket 

at the back of the sanctuary. You can drop your gifts in before or after worship. You are also 

welcome to mail in your gift if you prefer. 

• Singing. Studies indicate that singing has the capacity to spread the virus easily so we will 

refrain from singing. Having said that, we will offer pre-recorded music or live instrumental 

music during the service. This means that services will be shorter in length, resulting in a 

likely 30-45 minute worship time. 

• Spacing. Social distancing will be observed. This will include a minimum of 6-foot spacing in 

the sanctuary (although individuals in the same household can sit together). At the 

conclusion of the service, ushers will dismiss individuals by row with appropriate spacing. 

Please refrain from gathering in the hallway and, instead, proceed to your vehicle. 

• Faith Formation. At this time, no in-person Sunday School (adult or child) or nursery care will 

be provided.   

• Restrooms. The sanctuary hall restrooms will be open; however, we ask individuals to wash 

hands thoroughly and to use wipes on faucet handles after use. 

• Sanitization. Hand sanitizers will be available at both entrances. We will also be cleaning the 

sanctuary, restrooms, and hallway thoroughly between services and disinfecting surfaces 

throughout. 

• Drop-offs & Pickups. A table will be provided in the sanctuary hallway to receive food pantry 

donations and to pick up devotionals and printed sermons for those who need it. These are 

also available Monday through Thursday (9:00 am - 2:00 pm) through the Main Office 

entrance. 

What about Online Worship?  

• In-person worship services will be recorded for those desiring to remain connected through 

online worship. 

• A weekly virtual fellowship time will be offered that allows individuals to connect by 

computer or phone. That day/time of the week will be announced soon.  



 

 

How can I help?  

• Ushers/greeters. We are recruiting extra ushers and greeters. If you are willing to serve in 

this way, please contact the church office (224-1302, mchapel@adams.net) so that we can 

get you scheduled and trained.  Roles include door greeters, check-in volunteers, and 

ushers. 

• Tech Team. Pastor Nancy would like to establish a small group of folks who can assist with 

various tech needs. This might include hosting Zoom meetings, assisting with our website or 

YouTube channel, helping to record and process in-worship recordings, and more. Training 

will be provided. 

• Take a Survey. We are asking EVERYONE to take two minutes to fill out the attached survey. 

It will help the Emergency Preparedness Team focus our efforts as we prepare for 

reopening. All responses are to be made no later than Thursday, June 25. Those without 

computer access will have a copy mailed or dropped off to them. Copies can also be picked 

up at the church office. We are asking that each member of the household complete a 

separate survey. Thank you! 

 

Still have questions?  Please contact us at the church office by phone or by email.  

 

We're excited to gather in worship together and want to do so in a safe, loving, and respectful way 

for all.  See you on June 28! Until then, we'll see you online 

at https://www.melrosechapel.com/worship-online. 

 

God's blessings and peace, 

   

Emergency Preparedness Team 

Rev. Nancy Wilson 

Gayle Gottman 

Joel Peck 

Sondra Snyder 

Linda Wensing 
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